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RESURRECTION ON THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS? EXPLORING 

PAUL’S PURVIEW ON HIS DAMASCUS EXPERIENCE 

 

KARL OLAV SANDNES 

Abstract. Scholars agree that Paul's Damascus experience was life-

changing, but they disagree when it comes to how that is to be defined.This 

article delves into the resurrection-aspects present in how Paul describes 

this event. Romans 4,17 about God "who gives life to the dead and calls 

into existence the things that do not exist" is given a bearing on Paul's 

experience. The grace he found in this event is resurrection at work. 
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Karl Wilhelm Niebuhr has contributed significantly to Pauline scholarship, 
not least through his Heidenapostel aus Israel: Die Jüdische Identität des Paulus 

nach ihrer Darstellung in seinen Briefen (WUNT 62; Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 

1992). In this study, he emphasizes also how Paul’s biography impacted on his theology. 
It is, therefore, a pleasure to pay homage to him with a Pauline paper. Paul’s Damascus-

event was “life-changing,”
1
 albeit what that entails, is indeed negotiable. This incident in 

Paul’s life often works as a pointer to how his theology is viewed more generally in 

Pauline scholarship. The Damascus event is often presented primarily as a commission or 
mandate given in a call,

2
 or that Paul came to realize that the “time” for the eschatological 

ingathering of Gentiles had arrived, like the prophets of old spoke about the pilgrimage 

of the nations to Jerusalem.
3
 No doubt, this may account for the life-changing effect of 

this event. Nevertheless, the way Paul himself and his way of thinking were altered and 

transformed, is, I think, not sufficiently accounted for.
4
 The most obvious change is 

put in the mouths of the “Judean churches.” They noticed a change from previous 
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